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(299th Session) 
 

SENATE  SECRETARIAT 
 

————— 
 

“QUESTIONS  FOR  ORAL  ANSWERS  AND  THEIR  REPLIES” 
 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 
 

Friday, the 5th June, 2020 
 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 
 

[Questions Nos. 48 and 324 were deferred on 28th January and  
7th February, 2020 respectively (295th Session)] 

 
(Def.)  *Question No. 48 Senator Agha Shahzaib Durrani: 
   (Notice Received on 17/12/2019 at 10:00 AM) QID: 36697 

          
Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be 
pleased to state the names and area of service of the NGOs which 
received aid/funds from foreign countries/donors during the last 
one year with donor wise break up? 

 
 Makhdoom Khusro Bukhtiar: A total of 56 NGOs have signed 
MOUs with Ministry of Economic Affairs during the last one year. Details 
regarding name of NGO, area of service and donor are placed at Annex-I, 
please. 
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(Def.)  *Question No. 324 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood: 
  (Notice Received on 29/05/2019 at 9:35 AM) QID: 35757 
 
 Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be 
pleased to state the steps taken by the present Government to 
encourage trade through Gwadar port indicating also the details 
of facilities established and being provided by FBR to the traders 
at that port?  

 
 Minister for Finance and Revenue: 
 
 Income Tax: 
 
 Various tax exemptions are available under the Income Tax 
Ordinance, 2001 in order to facilitate and encourage trade through the 
Gwadar Port. The same are delineated as under:— 
 
 (i) Income derived by the China Overseas Ports Holding 

Company Limited and its operators i.e. China Overseas Ports 
Holding Company Pakistan (Private) Limited, Gwadar, 
International Terminal Limited, Gwadar Marine Services 
Limited and Gwadar Free Zone Company Limited from 
Gwadar Port Operations and Gwadar Free Zone Operations is 
exempt for a period of 23 years w.e.f. 06-02-2007 [Clause 
(126A) of Part-I of the Second Schedule]. 

 
 (ii) Profits and gains derived by a tax payer from businesses 

established in the Gwadar Free Zone have also been granted 
exemption from income tax for a period of 23 years w.e.f  
01-07-2016 [Clause (126AA) of Part-I of the Second 
Schedule]. 

 
 (iii) Income derived by the contractors and sub-contractors of the 

China Overseas Ports Holding Company Limited and its 
operators (as listed at serial No. i above) from Gwadar Port 
Operations as well as Gwadar Free Zone Operations is 
exempt from tax for a period of 23 years w.e.f. 01-07-2016 
[Clause (126AC) of Part-I of the Second Schedule]. 
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 Sales Tax: 
 
 Following incentives are available in the Sales Tax Act, 1990 for 
the trade in Gwadar: 
 
 (i) Supply of raw material, components and goods for further 

manufacturing are zero-rated. 
 
 (ii) Goods imported for construction and operation of Gwadar 

Port and development of Gwadar free zone are exempt, 
however, if such goods are afterwards sold, they will be 
subject to sales tax only at residual value. 

 
 (iii) Supply of locally manufactured plant and machinery is zero  

rated. 
 
 (iv) Imports of machinery, equipment, materials and goods made 

by investors of Gwadar free zone are exempt from sales tax. 
 
 Customs 
 
 Following facilities have been provided by the Customs authorities 
to encourage trade through Gwadar Port:— 
 
 (a) Establishment of Help Desk / Inquiry Point at Gwadar 

Port: For any query or issue being faced by the trade and 
business community, a Help Desk/ Inquiry Point under the 
supervision of Deputy Collector (Gwadar Port) has been 
established at Custom House, Gwadar. 

 
 (b) Fully operational Computerized Clearance of cargo: For 

smooth and rapid clearance of goods, WeBOC system has 
been fully operationalized at Gwadar Port. Modules of 
Import, Export, Transit and Bulk have been successfully 
operated. 

 
 (c) Facilitation for export of Fish consignments: Under 

WeBOC system, consignment of various types of fish owned 
by local traders have been cleared by the customs authorities 
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from Gwadar Port. These export will pave the way for 
prosperity of local trade and business community. 

 
 (d) Clearance of Liquefied Petroleum Gas consignments: 

Commercial import of LPG has also been smoothly cleared 
by the Customs authorities under WeBOC module at Gwadar 
Port. 

 
 (e) On-line connectivity with NBP Gwadar Branch: For 

facilitation of trade and business community for smooth 
online payments of duty & taxes, National Bank of Pakistan, 
Gwadar city branch has been connected with the online 
WeBOC system. 

 
 (f) 24/7 System: This system is available to all the traders round 

the clock, where traders sitting at any nook and corner of 
world can access clearance at Gwadar Port. 

 
 (g) HR deployment: In order to ensure smooth fcctioning of 

WeBOC system, and to extend all out help to trader’s 
community, a dedicated and efficient team under Deputy 
Collector and Principal Appraiser has been posted at Gwadar 
Port for examination and assessment purposes. 

 
 (h) External User connection: In order to provide “one window” 

facility to the trade and business community, various stake 
holders such as ANF, BRA, Plant Protection Department etc. 
are being connected with Customs under WeBOC umbrella. 

 
*Question No. 1 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:  
  (Notice Received on 6/03/2020 at 9:55 AM) QID: 36919 
 
         Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the criteria and procedure laid down for appointment of 

Managers, Deputy Managers and Assistant Managers in State 
Life Insurance Corporation at present; 

 
 (b) the criteria and procedure laid down for promotion, 

retirement and grant of pension to the officers of that 
corporation; and 
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 (c) whether the said corporation has approved service 
regulations for its employees, if so, the details thereof? 

 
 Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) The Criteria and 
procedure laid down for appointment of Managers, Deputy Managers and 
Assistant Managers in State Life Insurance Corporation at present is 
placed at Annex-A. 
 
 (b) The criteria and procedure laid down for promotion, 
retirement & grant of pension to the officers of that Corporation is at 
Annex-B. 
 
 (c) Approved Services Regulations for its employees are attached 
at Annex-C. 
 

Annex-A 
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*Question No. 2 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:  
  (Notice Received on 6/03/2020 at 1:45 PM) QID: 36926 
    

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economics Affairs be 
pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the amount of tax collected from the Federal Government 

employees and people in private sector separately during the 
fiscal year 2018-19; and 

 
 (b) the steps taken by the present Government to increase the tax 

net in the country? 
 
 Minister for Finance and Revenue: (a) Following is the detail of 
tax collected from the Federal Government employees and people in 
private sector during fiscal year 2018-19:  
 

 
 

 (b) The present Government is working on the following 
proposals to strengthen the tax net: 
 

 (i) Registration of Traders through Market Committees. 
 

 (ii) Properties and Motor Vehicle Registration Data. 
 

 (iii) Information from Bank Accounts. 
 

 (iv) Frequent Travelers Data. 
 

 (v) Commercial and Industrial Gas Consumers. 
 

 (vi) Data for Electricity Consumers from DISCOs. 
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*Question No. 3 Senator Muhammad Ayub:  
  (Notice Received on 10/03/2020 at 9:30 AM) QID: 36987 

 
Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the 
current trade volume of Pakistan in terms of imports and exports 
with its neighboring countries i.e. Afghanistan, Iran and India? 
 

 Minister for Commerce and Textile: The trade statistics with 
Iran are given as under: 
 

 
 
 The decrease in the exports of Pakistan to Iran over the years is 
owing to following reasons: 
 
 1. Absence of Banking Channel with Iran amidst US Sanctions 

on Iran. 
 
 2. Closure of Border with Iran owing to prevailing COVID-19 

pandemic from 16th March, 2020 to 15th May 2020. 
 
 3. Seasonal ban imposed by Iran on Pakistani Rice. 
 
 4. High Tariff and non-Tariff barriers being imposed by Iran on 

Pakistani exports. 
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The trade statistics with Afghanistan are given as under: 
 

 
 

 The decrease in volume of trade with Afghanistan over the years is 
owing to following reasons: 
 

 1. Recent Closure of Border with Afghanistan owing to 
prevailing COVlD-19 pandemic From 15th March, 2020. 
However, the border is now opened for exports of Pakistan to 
Afghanistan and Afghan Transit Trade for 6 days a week. 

 

 2. Luke warm support from Afghanistan for entering into trade 
liberalization regime with Pakistan. 

 

 3. Demand of exports of Pakistan to Afghanistan has also 
declined owing to withdrawal of NATO forces from 
Afghanistan. 

 

 4. Ban imposed by Afghanistan on exports of culling birds from 
Pakistan. 

 

 The trade statistics with India are given as under: 
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 The conspicuous decrease in the exports of Pakistan to India 
compared to the last year is owing to following key reasons: 
 
 1. Imposition of 200% duty by India on its imports from 

Pakistan since 16th February, 2019 in wake of Pulwama 
attack. 

 
 2. Suspension of trade by Pakistan with India (except therapeutic 

products) since 9th August, 2019 as a response to revocation 
of Article 370 by India on 5th August, 2019. 

 
*Question No. 4 Senator Seemee Ezdi:  
  (Notice Received on 10/03/2020 at 3:12 PM) QID: 36959 
 

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be 
pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the amount approved by the Asian Development Bank for the 

development of Agri-business in Pakistan during the last six 
years; and 

 
 (b) the details of projects on which the said amount was utilized 

in the country with province wise break up? 
 
 Makhdoom Khusro Bukhtiar: (a) During the last six (6) years, 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) provided the Grant of USD $2 
million for development of Agri-business in the country. 
 
 (b) The Grant was utilized for the project titled, “Piloting High-
Value Agriculture in Balochistan” (Project brief is annexed). 
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*Question No. 5 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  
  (Notice Received on 11/03/2020 at 3:10 PM) QID: 36966 
          
 Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the details of the benefits of GSP Plus Status given to 

Pakistan by the European Union; 
 
 (b) the details of additional sectors which could potentially 

benefit from the said facility/status; and 
 
 (c) the steps being taken by the Government to retain this 

facility/status beyond 2022? 
 
 Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) As a result of the EU’s 
“Special Incentive Arrangement for Good Governance and Sustainable 
Development”, Pakistan was given the Generalized Scheme of Preferences 
(GSP) Plus, which allows Pakistani products to have duty free access to 
EU on 91% tariff lines. Pakistan’s total trade with EU in 2018-19 is 
US$ 14,158.29 million. Pakistan’s exports to EU in the same year are 
US$ 7,986.11 million, while imports from EU are US$ 6,172.18 million. 
The trade balance of US$ 1,813.93 million in 2018-19 remained in favour 
of Pakistan. 
 
 This arrangement has helped Pakistani products to compete 
successfully with similar products originating from other competing 
countries such as China, India, Bangladesh, Turkey and Vietnam etc. 
 
 
 The trade data from 2013-14 to 2018-19 is at Annex-A. 
 
 (b) Pakistani products have duty free access on 91 % of EU’s 
tariff lines to all 27-member states of the European Union (EU) since 1st 
January 2014. 
 
 The preferential access sectors include textiles, leather, surgical 
and sports goods and also non-traditional sectors including light 
engineering dry fruits, marble, handicrafts, pharmaceuticals. 
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 (c) The EU GSP + has been granted to Pakistan for 10 years from 
1st January 2014 to 31st December 2023. The GSP+ is linked to the 
implementation of the 27 UN Conventions and a biennial Review is 
carried out by the EU to monitor the compliance of Pakistan with its treaty 
obligations. So far three biennial reviews have been successfully 
concluded in 2016, 2018 and 2020 and the EU GSP+ facility for Pakistan 
is to continue. 
 
 The EU Monitoring Mission is expected to visit Pakistan in the 
first quarter of the current year. The concerns raised by the EU regarding 
human rights, labour rights, climate change and governance, in the Report 
of the Third Biennial Review of GSP+ have already been shared with the 
concerned quarters. Continued compliance with the 27 UN Conventions is 
mandatory for Pakistan to retain this status as GSP Plus is very important 
for Pakistan and it is the collective responsibility of media, politicians and 
business community for its continuity in making a successful case for 
Pakistan. 
 
 Government of Pakistan to continuously engage EU for continuity 
of the current benefits under GSP + and enhanced level of engagement 
post-GSP + to ensure continuity of preferential system. 
 

Annex-A 
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*Question No. 6 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  
  (Notice Received on 11/03/2020 at 3:10 PM) QID: 36967 
 
         Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the impact of Corona epidemic on the country’s imports from 

and exports to China; 
 
 (b) whether it is a fact that the impacts of the said virus will 

further decrease the import bill of the country, if so, the 
details thereof; and 

 
 (c) the steps being taken by the Government to fill the gap 

created by the fall in import of textile products from China? 
 
 Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) The epidemic Corona 
Virus hit China in December, 2019. The precautionary measures taken by 
the Chinese government to control the outbreak had put pressure on 
business operations, a number of factories had pulled their shutters down 
resulting in slow pace of port operations across China. Consequently, 
Pakistan’s exports and imports from China in the month of February, 2020 
has also declined. In comparison to same period last year, Pakistan’s 
exports to China have declined by $28 million i.e. 18%, whereas imports 
declined by $137 million i.e. 15%. Fall in exports in this month was in 
sharp contrast to 20% increase registered in the January, 2020 which can 
be attributed to Phase-II of the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement 
(CPFTA). Decline in imports is also unusually high in February, 2020, 
which has remained at -1.5% during July-January of FY2019-20 and for 
the month of January it had posted a slight growth of 0.3%. 
 
 (b) The epidemic has adversely affected the Chinese business 
operations and overall Chinese global trade. The imports from China have 
shown a downward trend during the month of February, 2020 as informed 
in response to first question. The decline in imports, prima facie, is a result 
of closure of factories in China, and the extension of lunar year holidays. 
Although all ports in China were operational but the time of clearance of 
shipments increased due to shortage of staff. The further decline in import 
bill of Pakistan is dependent on the situation in China as well as in 
Pakistan. 
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 (c) The Ministry of Commerce notified a Trade Advisory 
Committee, to analyze the possible impact of Corona epidemic on 
Pakistan’s trade with China. The Committee, through Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan and Textile Wing of the Ministry of Commerce, 
Trade and Investment officers and other public and private stakeholders, 
held extensive consultations. During the course of consultations, it was 
informed by the textile sector that they had 30 days stocks available with 
them and situation of business in China was also normalizing hence there 
was no need to look for alternate sourcing. It was also observed that the 
orders of textile products have diverted to Pakistan from China, which can 
result in improved export figures, provided all other variables remain the 
same, to US and EU. The trade data of February, 2020 also corroborates 
the fact that our global exports of textiles have shown increase of 13%. 
The Ministry of Commerce, however, has formulated a strategy to combat 
any possible gap created by the fall in imports of textile products from 
China. 
 
*Question No. 7 Senator Zeeshan Khanzada:  
  (Notice Received on 11/03/2020 at 3:10 PM) QID: 36968 
 
         Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the present status of Free Trade Agreement  (FTA) made with 

Turkey indicating also the targeted sectors which will benefit 
from the same; and 

 
 (b) whether it is a fact that Turkey has imposed 18% protective 

duty on Pakistani products, if so, the steps being taken by the 
Government in this regard? 

 
 Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) Currently, Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) does not exist between Pakistan and Turkey. 
 

 The FTA negotiations, which were stalled for the last 2 years 
have been reinitiated and an inter-sessional meeting of the 
Joint Working Group on Trade and Investment between 
Pakistan & Turkey was held on 16-17 January 2020 to over 
the impasse in the negotiations and it was agreed: 
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 i. To conduct Free Trade Agreement negotiations taking into 
consideration the sensitivities of economies of both countries. 

 
 ii. Pakistan and Turkey in this regard agreed to conduct a Joint 

Scoping Study which would form the basis for future 
roadmap of Pakistan Turkey FTA negotiations. The Joint 
Scoping Study is currently under process. 

 
 iii. Reconstitution and strengthening of Pak-Turkey Business 

Council and to organize Joint Business and Investment Forum 
thrice a year to promote investment opportunities. 

 
 iv. Preparation of Market Entry Guides by both the countries. 
 
 v. Cooperation in the field of Intellectual Property Rights and 

E-Commerce. 
 
 vi. Simplification of customs procedures. 
  
 • Thereafter, on the occasion of the visit of the Turkish 

President, in the regular meeting of the Joint Working Group 
on Trade and Investment between Pakistan & Turkey held on 
13th February, 2020, the above mentioned issues were 
discussed in detail and the Strategic Economic Framework 
(SEF) was also signed with specific timelines for completion 
of the above mentioned activities. In this regard, two MoUs 
were also signed: 

 
 i. The Halal Accreditation Agency of The Republic of Turkey 

(HAK) and The Pakistan National Accreditation Council 
(PNAC) signed a MoU to reinforce the cooperation between 
the two Authorities in the field of halal accreditation and 
conformity assessment. 

 
 ii. Turkey and Pakistan also signed a MoU on Trade Facilitation 

and Customs Cooperation Matters between the Ministry of 
Trade of Turkey and FBR, Ministry of Finance of Pakistan. 

 
 
 



24 
 

 • Both sides agreed to enhance interaction between the textile 
sectors of both the countries and in this regard it was 
proposed that a Pakistani delegation from the textiles sector 
would visit Turkey in order to build up confidence and 
expand cooperation among the business circles on mutually 
agreed dates in the first quarter of 2020. On account of the 
coronavirus crisis, the inadvertent delay in the visit of the 
textile delegation and holding the next business and 
investment forum has occurred. 

  
 (b) Turkey has imposed regulatory duties on some of the products 
originating from all over the world which are not specific to any single 
country. Therefore, no Pakistan specific regulatory duties have been 
imposed. 
 
*Question No. 8 Senator Sassui Palijo:  
  (Notice Received on 12/03/2020 at 12:40 PM) QID: 36971 
  

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be 
pleased to state the steps being taken by the Government to control 
the increasing rate of inflation in the country? 
 

 Minister for Finance and Revenue: Government is taking 
following measures to control inflation rate in the country. 
 
 Policy Measures 
 

• To ensure sufficient food supplies during the lockdown, 
Federal Cabinet has banned the exports of all edible-items till 
the normality in the coronavirus situation. 
 

• ECC banned sugar export in an attempt to control the surging 
prices. 
 

• ECC allowed import of 0.3 million tons of wheat to decrease 
the local wheat price and to meet the domestic requirement. 
ECC also approved waiving 60% regulatory duty and 7% 
withholding taxes on its import. 
 

• Government has discontinued borrowing from SBP which has 
inflationary impact. Government has retired Rs. 552 bn 
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(Jul- 8th May, FY2020) as Compared to borrowing of 
Rs. 4,007 billion in the same period last year. 

 
• To contain fiscal deficit, there was complete restriction on 

supplementary grants to ease out inflationary pressures. 
 
 Administrative Measures 
 

• Price monitoring Cell in Ministry of National Food Security & 
Research is monitoring price hike of essential food items. 
 

• The government is expanding the network of Sasta Bazaars and 
Utility Store outlets for provision of smooth supply of daily use 
items. 

 
• The CCP is taking effective measures to control Cartelization 

and undue Profit. 
 
 Relief Measures 
 

• The ECC approved Rs. 50 billion technical supplementary 
grant for the Utility Store Corporation (USC) announced under 
the PM’s relief package. 

 
• Rs. 21 billion has already been disbursed to the USC under the 

package after December for procurement of essential items. 
 

• To facilitate customers, a subsidy of Rs. 226.5 bn has been 
allocated in the budget for customers who use less than 300 
units of electricity in a month and an expenditure of Rs. 186.5 
bn has been made uptill 19th May, FY2020. 

 
• Out of Rs. 24 bn allocated for gas subsidy, expenditure of 

Rs.15.5 bn has been made uptill 19th, May FY2020. 
 

• To minimize the negative impact of COVID-19, government is 
making best efforts to provide relief to consumers in energy 
prices and other essential items. Government announced the 
relief package worth of around Rs. 1.24 trillion. Some of the 
salient features of the package are: 
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o A sum of Rs. 200 billion has been allocated for labors 
across the country. To support vulnerable families, 
Rs. 150 billion is provided for the monthly stipend which 
has increased from Rs. 2000 to Rs. 3000 per month for 
the next four months for 12 million families. 

 
o The Panagahs (shelter) for jobless and poor has been 

extended to provide meals and shelter for unemployed. 
 
o For wheat procurement, Rs. 280 billion has been 

provided. 
 
o People will also be able to pay electricity and gas bills in 

installments for those whose electricity consumption is 
upto 300 units and gas bill upto Rs. 2000. The facility 
covered 75 percent of power consumers and 81 percent 
of gas consumers. 

 
o Tax relaxation on imports of pulses, waived off duty on 

import of palm oil and reduced prices of petroleum 
products in order to provide relief to consumers. 

 
*Question No. 9 Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar:  
  (Notice Received on 12/03/2020 at 2:45 PM) QID: 36974 
          

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal under consideration 
of the Government to make the Chaman Customs Gateway 
functional on 24 hours basis for business community, if so, when? 
 

 Minister for Finance and Revenue: 1. Presently, Chaman 
Custom Station operates on single shift basis. The border gate at Chaman 
is open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm and is manned by FC (North) 
Balochistan. 
 
 2. On 24th January, 2020, Mr. Muhammad Shahzad Arbab, 
Advisor to the Prime Minister on Establishment held a meeting regarding 
upgradation of various border terminals wherein the issue of upgrading 
Chaman to 24x7 basis was discussed. As the 24x7 operation requires 
upgradation of infrastructural logistics facilities and availability of 
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additional staff, so the Advisor asked the representatives of FBR, NLC, 
FIA and Government of Balochistan to ascertain their additional 
manpower and logistics requirements. During the meeting, it was also 
decided that a joint visit of all stakeholders will be conducted to examine 
the present state of the affairs at Chaman border terminal. However, due to 
corona virus issue, the requisite visit to the Chaman has been delayed. 
These efforts will be resumed once the situation normalizes. 
  
*Question No. 10 Senator Sassui Palijo: 
  (Notice Received on 13/03/2020 at 11:30 AM) QID: 36981 
          

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be 
pleased to state the amount of loan obtained by the present 
Government from all internal and external sources during the 
period from 1st July, 2018 till date and the amount of loan paid off 
during the same period? 
 

 Minister for Finance and Revenue: The material is being 
collected from different quarters. The reply will be provided to the next 
Rota Day. 
 
*Question No. 11 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:  
  (Notice Received on 13/03/2020 at 12:10 PM) QID: 36983 
 

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economics Affairs be 
pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the amount of loan obtained by the present Government from 

the International Monetary Fund since 2018; and 
 
 (b) the amount of loan returned to International Monetary Fund 

during the same period? 
 

 Minister for Finance and Revenue: (a) Since 2018, Pakistan has 
received SDR 1,044 million ($1442 million) under the Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF 2019-2023) and SDR 1,015 million ($ 1,383.4 million) 
under the Rapid Finance Instrument (RFI). 
 
 (b) Pakistan has returned SDR 933.1 million ($ 1,279.27 million) 
to the IMF since March 2018. 
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*Question No. 12 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 17/03/2020 at 2:25 PM) QID: 37022 
 

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government has approved an 
innovative electric vehicle policy in 2019 containing a number of 
tax exemptions but the same has not been implemented so far, if so, 
the reasons thereof indicating also the time by which steps for 
promotion of electric vehicle industry will be taken? 
 

  Mr. Hammad Azhar: The formulation of Electric Vehicles and 
New Technology policy is under deliberation. In Compliance with the 
ECC of the Cabinet decision in case No. ECC-95/12/2020 dated 
26-03-2020; a Committee has been constituted for the formulation of 
National Electric Vehicle Policy. (Copy of notification is at Annex-A). 
The draft policy would be presented before ECC on the basis of 
recommendations finalized by the above committee. 
 

Annex-A 
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*Question No. 13 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh:  
  (Notice Received on 19/03/2020 at 10:35 AM) QID: 37002 
         

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economics Affairs be 
pleased to state: 

 
 (a) whether it is a fact that a number of branches of National 

Savings centers including its regional headquarter in Karachi 
have been established in private buildings on rent, if so, the 
details thereof indicating also the amount of rent being paid 
for the same in each case; and 

 
 (b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to shift those branches including its regional 
headquarter in Karachi to Government buildings, if so, when? 

 
 Minister for Finance and Revenue: (a) Except National Savings 
Centre, Pak, Serctariat Saddar 46A. Branch, Karachi, all other branches 
including Regional Head Quarter. Karachi are housed in private buildings. 
List along-with details of monthly rent paid is enclosed at Annex-A. 
 
 (b) No National Savings Centres are the business centre of the 
Organization to conduct Savings Bank operations through public dealing, 
thus each branch is to be ideally located at commercially Viable places 
with reasonable distance in between, Contrary to that, Public buildings are 
not readily available at each commercial hub, thus such fact restrains 
CDNS to consider the proposal of Shifting of NSCs to the Government 
buildings. 
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Annex-A 
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*Question No. 14 Senator Sirajul Haq:  
  (Notice Received on 20/03/2020 at 10:00 AM) QID: 37010 
          

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the acreage of land on which Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) was 

established indicating also the acreage of land owned by PSM 
at present; and 

 
 (b) whether any land of the said Mills have been sold or leased 

out, if so, the details thereof ? 
 

 Mr. Hammad Azhar: (a) Steel Plant and its allied facilities/ 
amenities were / are built on 3,482.7 acres land. Total land owned by PSM 
is 19,013 acres. Details are placed at Annex-I&II respectively. 
 
 (b) No land has been sold out by PSM. However, PSM has leased 
out the following lands:— 
 
 PSM developed its Down Stream Industrial Estate on 731 acres 
land. Detail of DSIE leased land is placed at Annex-III. 
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 PSM handle over its 930 acres land to M/s National Industrial 
Parks Management & Development Company (NIP) for development of 
industrial park. M/s NIP allotted / leased 246.925 acres land up to June 
30,2019. Detail is placed at Annex-1V. 
 
 Other then DSIE & NIP lands, PSM leased out its 404.027 acres 
land. Detail is placed at Annex-V. 
 
 PSM also developed 1049 acres Township/Residential and leased 
to its employees. 
 
 Breakup is as under:- 
 

Gulshan-E-Hadeed Phase I & II = 405 acres 
Gulshan-E-Hadeed Phase I&II Ext. = 32 acres 
Gulshan-E-Hadeed Phase III = 342 acres 

 
ANNEX-I 
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ANNEX-II 
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ANNEX-III 
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ANNEX-IV 
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ANNEX-V 
 

 
 
*Question No. 15 Senator Sirajul Haq:  
  (Notice Received on 20/03/2020 at 10:00 AM) QID: 37009 
          

Will the Minister for Industries and Production be pleased to state 
the number of persons working in Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) with 
department / section wise and grade wise breakup? 
 

 Mr. Hammad Azhar: As per the record of May, 2020 the total 
number of employees of PSM are as under (Annex-I) 
 
 Regular employees      - 8,746 
 Temporary employees (Contract + Daily Wages)          135+63 
                          Total      - 8,944 
 
 The department / section wise and grade wise breakup is placed at 
(Annex-II) 
 
(Annexures have been placed on the table of the House as well as Library) 
 
*Question No. 16 Senator Kalsoom Perveen:  
  (Notice Received on 6/04/2020 at 1:00 PM) QID: 37019 
          

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state: 
 
 (a) the number of face masks exported from the country during 

the period from January to March, 2020 with month wise 
breakup; and 
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 (b) the name of authority which approved the export of the said 
masks indicating also the names of companies which were 
granted permission for export of the same? 
 

 Reply Not Received 
 
 Ministry of Commerce and Textile has transferred this question to 
the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination. 
But the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination has not accepted it so far. 
 
*Question No. 17 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 11/05/2020 at 12:15 PM) QID: 37031 
         

 Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economics Affairs be 
pleased to state: 

 
 (a) the estimated loss incurred by Pakistan’s economy due to 

pandemic of corona virus; 
 
 (b) the increase registered in the value of dollar, debt burden and 

budget deficit due to that pandemic; and 
 
 (c) whether the Government has made any plan to cope with the 

said economic challenge, if so, the details thereof? 
 

 Minister for Finance and Revenue: (a) 
 

 Prior to COVID-19 out break, GDP growth was projected at 3.24% 
for FY 2020 with Agriculture (2.85%), Industry (1.95%) and 
Services (4.04%) 

 
 FY2020 posted a negative growth of 0.4% (Provisional), of which 

Agriculture (2.67%), Industry (-2.64 %) and Services (-0.59%) 
 

 FBR tax revenue may drop to aroud Rs 3,905 bn (Pre COVID 
target: Rs. 4800 bn). Revenue loss in the range of Rs. 700 bn to 
Rs. 900 bn from April to June 2020 is expected. 
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 With shortfall in revenues and increase in public spending due to 
fiscal stimulus package, fiscal deficit is expected to exceed the 
target of 7.5% of GDP and may go up to 9.4% of GDP. 

 

 Low economic activity in EU, USA, UK, Middle East and 
resultant fall in commodity prices, exports of Pakistan will remain 
around $21-22bn (Pre COVID: $ 25.5 bn). 

 

 Workers’ remittances are expected to remain around $ 20-21 bn 
(Pre COVID: $ 23bn). 

 

 Employment Loss 
 

Industrial sector : one million 
 

Services sector: two million. 
 

In total 3 million jobs are likely to be lost in the initial round of 
the crisis. 

 

PIDE estimate 18 million : In agriculture, industry and services. 
 

 Poverty headcount will rise from existing 24.3% to 33.5% 
 

(b)  Due to COVID-19, the PKR depreciated by 7.5 percent on Month 
on Month basis in March over February FY2020. 

 The volatility observed in domestic financial and foreign exchange 
markets has somewhat subsided during the month of April and 
May 2020. 
 

  Exchange Rate 
Jun-19 160.05 
Feb-20 154.23 
Mar-20 166.70 
Apr‐20  160.17 

May‐20  163.10 
 

 The increase in debt burden due to COVID-19 will be dependent 
on increase in fiscal deficit which is expected to increase by 1.91 
percent (from 7.5 of GDP to 9.4% of GDP). 
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 Budget deficit is expected to exceed the target of 7.5% of the GDP 
and may go up to 9.4% of GDP due to shortfall in revenues, 
reprioritizing of expenditures and increase in public spending due 
to fiscal stimules package. 

 
 (c) The government has announced a package of Rs. 1,240 
billion, the largest ever stimulus package in Pakistan’s history. The 
package aims to mitigate impact of the COVID-19 on economy & 
vulnerable segments of society. 

 The package covers Emergency Response, Support to Business 
and Relief to Citizens, as given below: 
 

 Rsbn 
Emergence Response 190 
NDMA 25 
Medical equipment/incentive for workers 50 
Emergency provisioning/Funds 100 
Tax relief on Food & Health items 15 
  
Relief to Citizens 570 
Relief to daily wage workers 200 
Relief to vulunerable families & Panagah 150 
Relief on petrol / diesel 70 
Funding to Utility Stores 50 
Power & Gas subsidy/payment deferral measures 100 
  
Support to Business & Economy 480 
Payment to farmers (wheat) 280 
Relief to Exporters 100 
Relief to SMEs & Agriculture 100 
  
Total 1,240 

 
 
 ISLAMABAD, DR. SYED PERVAIZ ABBAS, 
 the 4th June, 2020 Secretary. 
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